
Download the FREE COVIDaware MN app
The free COVIDaware MN app notifies you if you have been near someone who tests positive for 
COVID-19. The app will also notify people you have been near if you have a positive COVID-19 test. 
Your privacy is always protected. No information that will identify you will ever leave your phone.

About the app
COVIDaware MN uses COVID-19 exposure notification technology developed by Apple and Google 
in partnership with the nonprofit PathCheck Foundation and the State of Minnesota. COVIDaware 
MN helps to protect you and our community, while ensuring your privacy. The app uses Bluetooth 
Low Energy technology to quickly notify you if you’ve been near someone who has a positive test for 
COVID-19. That’s how you can help reduce the risk of infection for your friends and family, and help 
Minnesota slow down the spread of the virus. 

Download the app
Get the free app from the 
iPhone App Store or the Android 
Google Play Store. You can find 
links and more information at 
covidawaremn.com.  

Activate it
Follow the prompts to enable 
notifications and proximity 
tracing. You must enable these 
so your phone can use Bluetooth 
Low Energy to keep track of your 
daily encounters anonymously, 
even when you don’t have the  
app open.

You’re all set! 
The app will work in the 
background to check for 
positive COVID-19 cases every 
day. It will notify you when you 
may have crossed paths with 
someone who reports a positive 
COVID-19 test result in the app.
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How to get the app

Together, we can  

slow the spread of 

COVID-19 in Minnesota

https://covidawaremn.com


How it works

If you are exposed to others with a  
positive COVID-19 test result

• Once you activate the app, it will start 
generating an anonymous key for your phone. 
The “key” is a random number that changes 
every 10-20 minutes to ensure that you and 
your location cannot be identified by anyone. 

• On a daily basis, your phone downloads a list 
of all the anonymous keys associated with 
positive COVID-19 cases, and checks them 
against the list of random keys your phone 
has encountered in the last 14 days.

• If you have been near someone who reports 
testing positive, you will get a notification that 
says you have been exposed, or you can check 
for exposures anytime in the app. The app 
will provide links to steps you can follow to 
keep you and the people around you safe.

If you receive a positive COVID-19 test

• All testing facilities report postive test results 
to the Minnesota Department of Health.

• You will get a phone call from an authorized 
representative of the Minnesota Department 
of Health.

• They will ask if you are using COVIDaware 
MN. If you are, the representative will ask for 
your email or phone number to send you a 
verification code to enter into the app.

• When you enter the verification code in 
COVIDaware MN, the app will send an 
anonymous notification to people who were 
around you while you were infectious.

COVIDaware MN partners

covidawaremn.com | staysafe.mn.gov | mn.gov/covid19

https://covidawaremn.com
https://staysafe.mn.gov
https://mn.gov/covid19

