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High School Nandagikendan (Seek to Learn) Academy  

Summer 2019 to Summer 2025 All Data Report 
Data has been collected on attendees for both the Summer and Academic Year Seek to Learn 
Academy programs since June 2019. Student names, their school, grade level, and attendance 
have been tracked and analyzed to determine the success of the program and, more importantly, 
the pathways students have chosen after having explored college and career opportunities while 
developing college readiness skills through the Academy. Due to the increase in schools 
participating in the Academy Year Academy program for the 2023-2024 academic year, schools 
were given two options for participating for the 2024-2025 school year. Schools could choose to 
partner with another school to take up to six trips during the academic year, but they would have 

a maximum of 15 
students per trip. 
Schools that chose 
not to partner with 
another school 
could take up to 
four trips and have 
a maximum of 30 
students per trip. 
Ten schools were 
set to participate in 
the 2024-2025 
Academic Year 
Academy, but 
Cloquet/CAAEP 
did not have any 
participants and 
Circle of Life did 
not participate, as 
seen in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1: Years of School Participation
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Figure 1: The years schools have participated in the program. Cloquet/CAAEP did not have any 
interested students for 2024-2025 and Circle of Life did not participate in the program. The goal is 
to re-engage Cloquet/CAAEP students for the 2025-2026 Academic Year Academy. 
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The Academy has found successful outreach using Facebook in addition to utilizing FDLTCC’s 
Admissions Office that sends newsletters to prospective students and school partners, and this is 
illustrated by Figure 2. Since 2022, more schools have been represented in the Academy, with 
both an increase in local area high schools in the Academic Year Academy and with students 
from all over Minnesota attending the Summer Academy. 

 

Figure 2: The Academy has seen an increase in the number of schools reached through Academy events. Although students 
representing their schools during the Summer Academy attend outside of a school-related connection, they do often share their 
experiences with peers, teachers, or counselors that then increase the chances of more students attending in the future. 
Hinckley-Finlayson was originally represented through the Summer Academy and became part of the Academic Year Academy 
the following fall. While the schools represented in the last two Summer Academy programs are outside of the geographic range 
for participating in the Academic Year Academy, the goal is to strengthen connections to ensure students continue to attend the 
Summer Academy through word-of-mouth from prior attendees. The Academic Year Academy greatly increased for the 2023-
2024 Academic Year and has seen a slight decline given that schools have reported having more opportunities to provide similar 
opportunities within their schools that provides opportunities for more of their students. Often these schools have a small 
population of students that are eligible for the Academy, and thus some schools have reduced their engagement with the 
Academy to serve more of their students while supporting the limited time students have in a school year for field trips. 
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Figure 2: Schools Represented in the Academy Program by 
Program and Years of Participation
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The number of participants decreased for the 2024-2025 Academic Year Academy due to the 
constraints implemented to ensure fair access to the program while addressing the limited 
budget, as seen in Figure 3. Other potential explanations for the decline include an observed 
trend in which schools that have been part of the Academy for a few years have seen a reduction 
in the number of interested participants due to having had more opportunities to visit campuses 
in addition to the geographic limitations that reduce the number of campuses that can be visited 
within a typical school day. 
Students that began the 
Academic Year Academy as 
freshmen end up having the 
same campuses offered for 
Academy trips now as juniors 
or seniors, so students who 
have participated in the 
Academy since their freshman 
year are choosing not to attend 
trips as juniors or seniors. An 
increase in the number of 
schools for the 2023-2024 
school year combined with an 
analysis of participation data 
from 2023-2024 and 2024-
2025 indicate that to better 
meet the needs of the schools, offering a maximum of four individual trips, rather than partnering 
schools, would encourage higher participation and allow for trips to campuses that are further 

away to provide new campuses for 
students to explore. As seen in Figure 
3, participation was lower for the 
Summer Academy during and after 
COVID, but for 2024 and 2025, 
participation in the Summer Academy 
remained stable. 

As discussed, and as shown in Figure 4, 
students in grades 10-12 were targeted 
for the 2024-2025 Academic Year 
Academy. The four incoming freshmen 
were students that attended the 2025 
Summer Academy. 61% of attendees 
from Summer 2019 to Summer 2025 
have graduated, while 26% will 
graduate in Spring 2026. 
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Figure 3: Seek to Learn Academy 
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Figure 4: Status of Students-High 
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(Entering 2025-2026 Academic Year)

Figure 3: Number of participation in the Summer and Academic Year Academies. 
Participation in the Academic Year Academy declined due to the organization of the 
program.  

Figure 4: The 2025-2026 Academic Year status of students who have 
participated in at least one Academy event. While most students are 
seniors or graduated, this provides opportunities for recruiting more 
students into the program. 
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Schools that participate in the Academic Year Academy have the highest number of students who have 
participated in the Academy, however the Summer Academy provides opportunities for students from all 
over Minnesota to explore college and career opportunities while developing college readiness skills, as 
seen in Figure 5. For the schools that have participated in the Academic Year Academy for longer, they 
have a higher number of students that are now graduated from high school and are eligible to be in 
undergraduate status. While an analysis of undergraduate students at the Fond du Lac Tribal and 
Community College who were once part of the Seek to Learn Academy will be conducted, a 
Clearinghouse data analysis would be required to determine if students are attending college elsewhere, 
and it may highlight trends in programs students are choosing which may be programs not offered at 
FDLTCC. Table 1 contains the data that was used to develop Figure 5 and provides a clearer means of 
examining the exact number of students in each grade from each school who have participated in the 
Academy. In both Figure 5 and Table 1, an asterisk is used to note which schools have participated in the 
Academic Year Academy. 

 

Figure 5: A comprehensive overview of the status of participants entering the ’25-’26 Academic Year by school. The asterisk 
notes the schools that participate in the Academic Year Academy. The other schools represented are those that had students in 
the Summer Academy program. 
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Figure 5: Student Status for 2025-2026 Academic Year per School 
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Table 1 breaks down the data from Figure 5 to better understand how many students participated in the 
Academy from 2019-2025 and what school they attend or have attended. The table highlights the outreach 
the Academy has and the potential for supporting Native American students in exploring higher education 
opportunities while developing college readiness skills. 

Table 1: Student Status for 2025-2026 Academic Year per School 
School Graduated 12 11 10 9 Unknown Grand Total 
Barnum Secondary* 83 35 1   1 120 
Bemidji High School  2     2 
Braham Area High School    1 2  3 
Breck School  1     1 
Bug-O-Nay-Ge-Shig 1      1 
Carlton Secondary* 17 5 2 2   26 
Cass Lake-Bena Secondary 1      1 
Circle of Life* 5      5 
Cloquet/CAAEP* 74 10   1 14 99 
Denfeld High School* 12 12 10 5   39 
Eagan Senior High 1      1 
Falls Secondary 1 2     3 
Fond du Lac Ojibwe School* 84 14 14   3 115 
Hinckley-Finlayson Secondary* 13 16 8    37 
Irondale Senior High School  1     1 
Little Falls Senior High  1     1 
McGregor Secondary* 9 5     14 
Minnesota Connections Academy 2      2 
North Woods Secondary 1      1 
Northeast Range High School   1    1 
Proctor Senior High* 14 15     29 
Redwood Valley Senior High 2      2 
Rosemount Senior High  1     1 
South Ridge Secondary* 24 25 9    58 
Superior High  1 1  1  3 
TrekNorth High School 1   2   3 
Vermilion Country School 3      3 
Wrenshall Secondary* 10 5 4    19 
Grand Total 358 151 50 10 4 18 591 

Table 1: Used to develop Figure 5, this table provides the number of students who have participated in the Seek to Learn 
Academy events from Summer 2019 to Summer 2025. The asterisk notes the schools that participate in the Academic Year 
Academy while the other schools are those that have had students attend the Summer Academy program. The freshmen (for the 
’25-’26 Academic Year) are students who attended the 2025 Summer Academy program. The two programs support the goals of 
the Seek to Learn Academy by providing consistent opportunities for students attending schools closer to FDLTCC through the 
Academic Year Academy and opportunities for students attending schools further away to still benefit from the program 
through the Summer Academy. This is highlighted in Map 1 and Map 2. 
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Map 1: Schools within a 20-mile radius of FDLTCC that have participated in at least one Academy program event. The schools in 
blue are those that have participated in the Academic Year Academy while those in pink represent students that attend those 
schools and have participated in the Summer Academy. Eight of the eleven schools that have participated in the Academic Year 
Academy are within 20 miles of FDLTCC, with Cloquet and CAAEP being separate schools that participate as one school during 
the Academic Year. 
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Map 2: Schools outside of 20 miles from FDLTCC that have participated in at least one Academy event. As in Map 1, schools in 
blue participate in the Academic Year Academy while the schools in pink are represented by students who attend those schools 
and have attended the Summer Academy. Circle of Life completed a two-day overnight trip to the area to participate in the 
Academic Year Academy in the spring of 2024. Two schools, McGregor Secondary and Hinckley-Finlayson Secondary, participate 
in the Academic Year Academy despite being beyond 20 miles from FDLTCC. There are now more schools represented through 
students having attended the Summer Academy than those that participate in the Academic Year Academy, with a total of 28 
schools being represented and counting Cloquet and CAAEP as one school since they are in the same district. 
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Of the 591 students that have participated in at 
least one Academy, 340 students have 
FDLTCC Tech IDs, which is a number 
assigned upon completing a prospective 
student card, application, or other formal 
connection to FDLTCC. As seen in Figure 6, 
43% of Academy participants from Summer 
2019 to Summer 2025 have a Tech ID and are 
eligible for FDLTCC Status. Seven 
participants, or 1%, are not eligible for 
FDLTCC Status due to entering 9th or 10th 
grade for the 2025-2026 Academic Year, 
meaning that they are not eligible for 
PSEO/CITS status and are therefore not 
eligible for undergraduate status.  

The FDLTCC status of 
eligible Academy 
participants is further 
examined in Figure 7, where 
33% of those participants 
eligible to be enrolled at 
FDLTCC are, or have been, 
enrolled. 23% of the 33% 
have been enrolled only at a 
high school level status, 
meaning as PSEO or CITS. 
5% have been enrolled at 
both the high school level 
and at the undergraduate 
level and 5% have been 
enrolled only at the 
undergraduate level.  

Table 2 highlights where the 
340 students with Tech IDs 
are in connection with 
FDLTCC. Of the 111 
Academy participants 
enrolled at FDLTCC, nine 
have graduated from 
FDLTCC. FDLTCC has a 
high proportion of 
nontraditional students, so 
over time more Academy 
participants may attend 
FDLTCC. 

Table 2: FDLTCC Involvement of Academy Participants with Tech IDs 
Grade Prospect Applicant Enrolled Graduated 

9th 0 0 0 0 
10th 0 0 0 0 
11th 4 1 1 0 
12th 66 6 15 0 

Graduated 148 90 92 8 
Unknown 5 2 3 1 

Table 2: Many of the 340 students with Tech IDs are connected to FDLTCC, whether as 
applicants, current enrollees, or graduates. Students can be in more than one category. 
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Figure 6: Participant and Tech ID Status 
for 2025-2026 Academic Year
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Figure 7: FDLTCC Status of Academy 
Participants with Tech IDs

Not Enrolled Enrolled (Only High School)

Enrolled (Only Undergrad) Enrolled (High School and Undergrad)

Figure 6: Of the 591 Academy participants, 340 have Tech IDs and 
333 are eligible to have a FDLTCC status. 7 students are in 9th or 10th 
grade and are not eligible for FDLTCC status for Fall 2025. 

Figure 7: Of the 333 Academy participants that are eligible for FDLTCC Status, 33% are 
enrolled at FDLTCC. 23% are enrolled as PSEO/CITS while 5% are enrolled only as an 
undergrad. 5% are enrolled at both the PSEO/CITS level and undergrad level. 
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Figure 8 illustrates the Academy participants that are currently enrolled at FDLTCC by their grade status 
and the high school they currently or have attended. Cloquet/CAAEP and Fond du Lac Ojibwe School 
have been part of the Seek to Learn Academy program since the beginning of the data collection 
(Academic Year 2019-2020), and as a result have the highest number of students that are enrolled at 
FDLTCC. South Ridge Secondary has a comparable number of students to Fond du Lac Ojibwe School 
that are enrolled at FDLTCC, which is surprising considering South Ridge Secondary has only been part 
of the Academy since the 2023-2024 school year. Not surprisingly, most students enrolled at FDLTCC 
have graduated from high school, though a decent number of students in their senior year of high school 
are enrolled as well. 

 

Figure 8: A breakdown of Academy participants enrolled at FDLTCC by school and by grade level. Schools that have participated 
in the Academy program for more years have a higher number of their students at FDLTCC, such as Fond du Lac Ojibwe School 
and Cloquet/CAAEP. However, schools that are new to the program, such as Denfeld High School, still have a decent number of 
students enrolled at FDLTCC. Vermilion Country School and Minnesota Connections Academy have Academy participants from 
summer Academy events enrolled at FDLTCC, which suggests that students connected to the campus during their experience in 
the Academy program.  
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Figure 8: FDLTCC Enrolled Academy Participants High School 
and Grade Status
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Figure 9 provides the percentages of Academy participants that are enrolled at FDLTCC by their 
program. Although 44% of students are undecided, 29% of students are seeking an Associate of Arts 
degree. The 14% category in the circle on the left contains the programs that have less than 3% of 
Academy participants in that program, and this is further detailed in the circle on the right. This figure 
highlights the diverse programs offered at FDLTCC that students are seeking. 

 

Figure 9: Percentages of Academy participants in programs at FDLTCC. 56% of students have declared a program, with 29% 
seeking an AA degree, and 7% seeking a Nursing AS degree. The 14% category in the circle on the left is further detailed by the 
circle on the right and highlights the wide variety of programs offered at FDLTCC that Academy participants have declared as 
their program. 
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Figure 9: Percentages of Degree/Major at FDLTCC for Academy 
Participants

Undecided AA Degree Nursing AS

Health Sci Broad AS Environmental Science AS CJPO AAS

Human Serv AAS El Ed AS EUT AAS

Fine Arts AFA Small Bus AAS Nursing Assistant CERT

Criminal Justice AAS Small Bus CERT El Ed BS
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Figure 10 provides a detailed illustration of the 333 Academy participants that are eligible for status at 
FDLTCC, their current grade status for the 2025-2026 academic year, and the program they are pursing at 
FDLTCC. 82.88% of the eligible Academy participants are high school graduates while 13.51% are 
seniors in high school, 2.70% are unknown, and 0.90% are juniors in high school. The percentages noted 
in the outer ring are of the total, not of just the category listed in the inner ring, therefore the 32.43% of 
“Undecided” in the “HS Grad” category is 32.43% of high school graduates, high school seniors, high 
school juniors, and unknown status. 

 

Figure 10: An illustration of the grade status and program being pursued at FDLTCC by eligible Academy participants. 111 out of 
333 Academy participants have been enrolled at FDLTCC, with nine of those having graduated from FDLTCC. 

Figure 10: Academy Participant FDLTCC Status and Degree/Major


